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February Church Services St. Andrew's, Sandon  

Tuesday 2nd  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 4th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  

   at South Woodham Ferrers 

Sunday 7th  Sunday before Lent 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 9th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Wednesday 10th  Ash Wednesday 

 7:30 pm Sung Eucharist with Ashing 

Thursday 11th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  

   at Little Baddow 

Sunday 14th  Lent 1 

 8:00 am Said Holy Communion 

 10:00 am Family Service 

Tuesday 16th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 18th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  

   at East Hanningfield 

Sunday 21st  Lent 2 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 23rd  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 25th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Danbury 

Sunday 28th  Lent 3 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
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Sandon Parish Contacts 

Howe Green URC  

 Rev Mark Meatcher revd.meatcher@gmail.com   

 Pam Knott   471691 

Essex County Councillor 

 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 

Chelmsford City Councillors 

 Richard Ambor   r.ambor@chelmsford.gov.uk 222874  

 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 

 Ian Wright   iwright2000@yahoo.com 226289 

Sandon Parish Council 

 Ron Bullus  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 

 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 

 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478910 

 Rosemary Hoare  rosemaryhoare@aol.com 473974  

 Dee Hyatt  Chair  dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 

 Louise James Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 477111 

 Richard Mbonye  globetech846@gmail.com 476800 

 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 

Sandon Village Hall 

 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 

 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 

 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386 

St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  

 Evelyn Ellis    222682 

Uniformed Organisations 

 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 

 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 

 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 

 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 

 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 

Women's Institute 

 Dorothy Gray    223609 

Sandon Sports Club 

 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s letter 

I am writing this letter for the 
February Magazine during the 
last few days of 2015. It has 
been a wonderful Christmas at 
St. Andrew’s with many people 
attending our Special Christmas 
Services. Those of you who 
attended the Nine Lessons and 
Carols service will recall the 
lovely music at the service 
especially the oboe and piano 
pieces. I have already booked 
Clare and Martin for the Service 
this year on Sunday December 
18th. With a few days rest before 
the New Year I have watched 
Emilio Estevez’ film The Way 
(2010). This is such a moving 
film that I was delighted to find 
that Tim Heaton, a parish priest 
in Dorset, has constructed a five 
week course which, in effect, is 
derived from the movie night 
format. He uses American 
director, Emilio Estevez’ film The 
Way (2010) as a starting point 
for discussion about the doctrine 
of salvation. This might seem a 
difficult or daunting topic but the 
powerful film makes it highly 
accessible. 

The film follows a bereaved 
father, Tom (Martin Sheen), as 
he travels to France to recover 
the body of his estranged son, 
Daniel (played by Estevez – the 

real life son of Martin Sheen) 
who has died whilst travelling 
along ‘El Camino de 
Santiago’ (The Way of St. 
James). Tom decides to 
complete the pilgrimage to 
Compostela (‘Field of Stars’) 
which his son had begun as a 
way of honouring Daniel’s short 
life. 

Burdened with his grief, Tom sets 
out intending to walk alone 
scattering his son’s ashes at 
significant points along the 
pilgrim trail but ultimately three 
other people, also struggling with 
some issues in their lives, come 
to share his pilgrimage. They 
are: Joost, a jovial, food-loving 
Dutchman, who is trapped in a 
loveless marriage; Sarah, a bitter 
Canadian divorcee, previously 
married to a physically abusive 
husband, who underwent an 
abortion because she feared he 
would harm their baby as well; 
and Jack, a talkative Irish travel 
writer with writer’s block, who 
has given up on God because of 
all the damage the Church and 
religions have caused in his own 
country. 

Over the course of several 
weeks’ walking, this initially 
discordant group develops a 
bond of uneasy friendship and 
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experiences their own inner 
transformation. 

In parallel with the fictional 
pilgrims’ journey, The Long Road 
to Heaven plots the Christian 
road to salvation. Heaton 
presents key biblical texts for 
study in pairs and short clips 
from the film to prompt small 
group discussion alongside 
accessible passages on 
Christian doctrine from 
prominent modern theologians. 

The book asks us to consider 
scripturally and theologically: 
What are we saved from? What 
are we saved for? Who can be 
saved? What do we have to do 
to be saved? Each session ends 
with the opportunity for personal 
reflection or group meditation, 
prayers from Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer’s ‘Prayers for Fellow 
Prisoners’ and guidance for 
further reading. An early chapter 
explains concisely the history of 
El Camino de Santiago with 
spiritual insights into the famous 
pilgrimage route to Compostela. 

I hope that my fuller description 
of the weekday course material 
will encourage you to participate 
and perhaps bring along 
someone who is not a regular 
member of St. Andrew’s. 

From my reading of Tim 
Heaton’s book and watching The 
Way, I believe that this course 
will offer those participating the 
chance to learn how to think 
more clearly about what 
salvation means and to explore 
their own journey of faith. 

You will find dates and times 
outlined on page 8 in this 
magazine. I hope you will want 
to use this Lent starting on Ash 
Wednesday when after the 
7:30 pm service there will be a 
showing of the complete film The 
Way. Then during the weeks of 
Lent we can discover afresh the 
true meaning of salvation 
finishing with the Holy Week 
service when we walk the 
Stations of the Cross as we 
follow Christ to his death and 
then to his glorious Resurrection 
on Easter Day. 

Terry 

Christenings or 
Weddings  

St. Andrews Church 
Sandon 
Do contact  

Revd. Terry Brown  
on 01245 698988  

or  
email tgabrown@hotmail.com 
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Do you enjoy reading and sharing your thoughts with others? Did 
you know that the Farleigh Hospice Bookworms meet on the first 
Thursday of every month? 
The book is a love story but also a tribute to the immense courage of 
serving soldiers through the ages. 
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The Eucharist 

The word Eucharist comes from 
the Greek for a thanksgiving and 
is a widely-used term in the 
Church of England for a service 
involving the Lord’s Supper. 

At St Andrew’s we have a 
banner, often displayed on our 
notice board which announces 
that the next Sunday service will 
be a Parish Eucharist and it has 
been pointed out that this may 
not be clear to a casual visitor or 
someone considering attending. 

The problem here is that we 
possess the banner(!!) – and in 
any case the alternative names 
may not be much clearer. Some 
churches use the term Mass or 
Holy Communion or even 
Solemn Mass or Sung Eucharist. 

Our normal 10:00 am Sunday 
Service is a glorious sung 
version of the Eucharist. There 
are hymns and parts of the 
liturgy are sung. At the heart of 
the service confirmed Anglicans 
and members of other churches 
approach the altar rail to receive 
the consecrated bread and wine 
in commemoration of our Lord’s 
Last Supper. Others may 
approach the rail to receive a 
blessing from the priest. 

Our Tuesday morning 9:30 
Service is a said version of the 
same thing whilst our Family 
Services have a different format, 
perhaps more appropriate for 
young people and which may or 
may not include communion. 

Type of worship is a very 
personal matter. We aim to be 
welcoming to visitors and new 
members and hope that our 
notice board makes this clear. 

Michael Puffett 

Saturday 6
th

 February  
8:30 am – 10 am 

Butts Green Garden Centre 

Speaker Revd Carol Ball  
Vicar of  
South Woodham Ferrers 

Please reserve your place by 
contacting Janet on 472997 or 
signing the list at the back of 
the church.  

Full English Breakfast and 
speaker All for £7 
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Lent course 2016  

The Long Road to Heaven 
We will use The Long Road to Heaven by Tim Heaton, a Lent Course 

based on the film The Way. We plan to show the film after the Ash 
Wednesday service on 10th February. 
Please refer to Terry’s letter (pages 4-5) for more information regarding 
the background of this course 
The Course begins on Ash Wednesday with the service at 7.30pm in 
church. After the service there will be the showing of the Film The Way 
on which our Lent Course is based. 
There will then be five sessions during Lent all held in St. Andrews 
Room 
Wednesdays  Thursdays 

7 pm for Soup and Roll  
Course begins at 7:30 pm  Course begins at 10 am 
  Soup and Roll at 12 noon 
February 17th What are We Saved from? February 18th 
February 24th What are We saved for? February 25th 
March 2nd Who Can be Saved? March 3rd     
March 9th What Do We Have to Do to be Saved? March 10th 

March 16th How are We Saved March 17th 
Please sign the list at the back of the church for which day you wish to 

attend as well as giving a tick against your name if you wish to have 
soup and a roll. 
I do hope that many of you will want to attend this Special Lent 
Course.   Terry 

Our Page Answers:  
1. While shepherds watched  2. Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us  
3. Away in a manger  4. Forty days and forty nights  
5. Hark, the herald angels sing  6. Morning has broken  
7. Silent night, holy night  8. There is a green hill far away  
9. We plough the fields and scatter  10. Amazing Grace. 
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Wednesday 10th February 

Ashes are an ancient sign of 
penitence. From the middle ages 
it became the custom to begin 
Lent by being marked in ash with 
the sign of the cross.  
The calculation of the forty days 
has varied considerably in 
Christian history. It is now usual 
in the West to count them 
continuously to the end of Holy 
Week (not including Sundays), 
so beginning Lent on the sixth 
Wednesday before Easter, Ash 
Wednesday. Liturgical dress is 
the simplest possible. Churches 
are kept bare of flowers and 
decoration. 

In Ash Wednesday services 
churchgoers are marked on the 
forehead with a cross of ashes 
as a sign of penitence and 

mortality. The use of ashes, 
made by burning palm crosses 
from the previous Palm Sunday, 
is very symbolic 

There will be a sung Eucharist 
with Ashing at 7:30 pm on 
Wednesday 10th February. All 
are welcome to attend this 
service as we begin Lent. 

Mothering Sunday 

Sunday 6th March 

Special Family Service for All 

Come and Give thanks for your 
Mum. 

There will be a time in the 
service when you can remember 
your mum by placing a daffodil 
on the altar and saying a short 
prayer. 

Children will receive flowers for 
their mums and at the end of the 
service there will be 
refreshments. 

We hope many of you will attend 
this special service at 10 am. 
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WWDP - 4
th

 March 2016 

The Women's World Day of 
Prayer is an interdenominational 
service which is held annually on 
the first Friday of March. This 
year it will be held at 10:30 am 
on 4th March at St Michael's, 
Galleywood and all are welcome 
to attend, not just women! 

Every year the service is pre-
pared by another country this 
year by ladies from Cuba with 
the theme "Receive Children, 
Receive Me". They were given 
this theme in 2012 and have pre-
pared a service that has been 
circulated across the world and 
translated into 60 languages and 
1,000 dialects. Ladies from 
across the Chelmsford area will 
be joining together to share this 
service with all present. Please 
come and join us. 

“How much do you 
charge?” 
“Eighty dollars per visit,” replied 
the doctor. 
“I’ll sleep on it,” I said. 
Six months later the doctor met 
me on the street. “Why didn’t you 
come to see me about those 
fears you were having?” he 
asked. 
“Well, Eighty quid a visit three 
times a week for a year is an aw-
ful lot of money! A bartender 
cured me for a tenner. I was so 
happy to have saved all that 
money that I went and bought 
me a new pickup!” 
“Is that so!” With a bit of an atti-
tude he said, “and how, may I 
ask, did a bartender cure you?” 
“He told me to cut the legs off the 
bed! Ain’t nobody under there 
now!” 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
• Big or small occasions 
• Traditional to contemporary 

designs 
• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 
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Deanery Day of Prayer  
Saturday 5th March 2016  Please keep the date free 

During Lent, Bishop John Wraw is asking each deanery to have a day of 
prayer with him. Chelmsford South Deanery are hosting the Bishop on 
Saturday 5th March. 
Please consider how you might join in. Pray at home with friends.  
Pray at your church for an hour or so join in with any (or all) of the parts 
of the schedule below: 
8:00 am Arrive at Stock church for breakfast and prayer 
9:00 am Set off on prayer walk to St Margaret’s, Downham 
10:30 am Arrive at Downham. 
12:00 noon Drive to St Michael and All Angels,  
 Galleywood for Quiet prayer 
1:00 pm Visit St Mary’s Great Baddow  
 (please bring your own lunch) 
2:30 pm Drive to East Hanningfield 
3:00 pm Walk to St Andrew’s, Bicknacre via St Peter’s way 
6:00 pm Compline at Holy Trinity South Woodham Ferrers  
 followed by a take away Chinese. 
Please indicate on the sheet at the back of church how you will be 

able to join in. In particular if you want to join in with food please 
let Ashley John (ashleymjohn@gmail.com or 07709 571331) know by 
the end of February. Please pray for this day and for the advance of the 
Gospel and that God’s name will be glorified. 

Don’t be Stupid 

Overheard in a curtain shop, “I 
would like to buy a pair of pink 
curtains.” The salesman assures 
that they have a large selection 
of pink curtains. He shows 
several patterns but the 
customer seems to be having a 
hard time choosing. Finally a 
lovely pink floral print is selected. 
The salesman then asks what 
size curtains are needed. 
“Seventeen inches.”, comes the 

answer. “Seventeen inches?” 
asked the salesman. “That 
sounds very small, what room 
are they for?” 

“They aren't for a room; they are 
for my new computer monitor.” 
The surprised salesman replies, 
“But computers do not need 
curtains!” The customer says, 
“Hellllooooooooo .... mine has 
Windows…” 

Submitted by David Farrar 
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History of bell ringing 

Dennis Terry points us to this 

from the website 

www.bellringing.org/history/ 

This is a continuation from last 

month and a conclusion. 

1896 
By the late 19th Century, women 
began to take up bell ringing. 
Miss Alice White of Basingstoke 
was the first woman to complete 
a full peal in 1896. As more 
women became interested, the 
Ladies Guild of Change Ringers 
was formed in 1912. 

1900 
Bell ringers were encouraged to 
appoint a Tower Captain to be 
responsible for the regular 
attendance and general conduct 
of ringers – including giving 
penalties for bad ringing or 
behaviour. By 1900, a new 
generation of ringers had 
emerged and bell ringing was 
once again respectable and part 
of the church. 

Many bell installations also 
improved, making the bells 
easier to ring and triggering 
more complicated methods 
requiring a greater degree of 
concentration, not to be 
attempted when fuddled with 
alcohol. 

1918 
After World War I, disillusion with 
politicians manifested itself in a 
swing against organised religion. 
The number attending church 
services fell hugely, and the 
number of bell ringers also 
declined. 

1939 
During World War II all church 
bells were silenced, to ring only 
to inform of an invasion by 
enemy troops. Effect of reviving 
interest in the art once peace 
had returned. BBC sitcom Dad's 
Army included an episode where 
the church bells rang by mistake, 
leading the Home Guard to 
believe that an invasion was 
taking place. 

1950 
From 1950 there was a rapid 
increase in the numbers of bell 
ringers, especially young bell 
ringers, with an accompanying 
increase in the standard of 
ringing. 

1997 
Ringing in the Millennium - A 
£3m Lottery Grant led to 150 
separate bell restoration and 
augmentation projects. 

Ring In 2000 - This project was 
the largest national ringing event 
ever staged, aiming to attract 
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5,000 new ringers who learnt to 
ring in time for the Millennium. 
Approximately 95% of all the 
church bells in the UK were rung 
on 1 January 2000. 

2012 
XXX Olympic Games in London. 
Along the 8,000 miles of the 
Torch Relay bells rang to 
celebrate the passing of the 
Olympic Torch and at the 
culmination of the Torch Relay, 
and as part of the London 2012 
Festival, at 8.12am on the day of 
the Opening Ceremony three 
minutes of ringing all kinds of 
bells captured the public’s 
attention to bell ringing and 
broadcast to an estimated 
audience of over 12 million 
people. The great Olympic Bell 
then featured prominently in the 
Olympic Opening Ceremony. 
Commissioned from Whitechapel 
Bell Foundry in London it was 

tolled by Tour de France winner 
Bradley Wiggins to open the 
Ceremony. At 23 tonnes it is the 
largest harmonically tuned bell in 
the world. 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee - As 
part of Her Majesty The Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee, eight bells 
were cast at Whitechapel Bell 
Foundry and led the Thames 
Pageant of 1,000 boats with a 
floating belfry from which the 
bells were rung. 

The Olympic Bell 
...is the largest harmonically 
tuned bell in the world and was 
made by the Whitechapel Bell 
Foundry, whose workshop is just 
a few miles from the Olympic 
Stadium in Stratford. 
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Christmas Celebrated 

On Wednesday the 9th 
December, the usual group who 
take Communion to the Nursing 
Home were joined by about 10 
extra members of our 
congregation to sing carols. We 
do this every year and it is 
always much appreciated by the 
residents and staff. Although 
most of the residents have 
dementia and cannot remember 
one day from 
another, as we 
start singing, they 
join in, often word 
perfect. This is 
always quite 
moving and brings 
a tear to the eye 
especially to see 
them all singing 
‘Away in a 
Manger’, 
obviously a happy 
memory from their past. I think 
those of us, who go to the Home 
get as much enjoyment from the 
visit as the residents. On Sunday 
20th December we had our 
annual Nine Lessons and Carols 
Service. Again with our favourite 
carols we were joined with a 
different group of people some 
perhaps visiting St Andrew's for 
the first time. With all the many 
candles it is a magical time, and 
for some, the real meaning of 

Christmas and the coming of 
Jesus start to surrounds us. 

The following Tuesday before 
Christmas was the carols in the 
Crown. Again a different group of 
people, many from the village, 
brought their families, to choose 
and sing their own particular 
favourite carol. This was a very 
happy occasion and a time to 
see old friends, plus of course 
the mince pies. 

For the Crib 
service on 
Christmas Eve 
there was a story 
told by Terry of 
the Christmas 
story in which a 
number of the 
children who had 
dressed up were 
able to join in. 
The candles at 

the Midnight Mass were lovely 
and beforehand although only 5 
of us rang the bells we were able 
to ring Bob Minimus with good 
striking from a scratch team for 
the evening. 

The concluding service in the 
preparation for Christmas on 
Christmas day morning was a 
moment to finally mark the birth 
of Christ as our saviour and 
worship him. 

Children gathered during the Crib 
service at Christmas Eve 
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Each gathering from the Nursing 
Home, The Crown, the Carol 
Service, the Crib Service, 
Midnight Mass and Christmas 
morning services were joined 
together with our love of carols 
that told us all of the story of the 
birth of Jesus. The number of 
Churchgoers may be falling, but 
this year for me was very 
encouraging and heart warming, 
especially seeing every age from 
the very young to the older 
person and was an oasis of hope 
in a harsh commercial world, 
which often forgets the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

Christine Mennie  

and Richard Cecil 

Saturday 12
th

 March  
8:30am – 10 am 

Butts Green Garden Centre 

Speaker Revd Michael Hall  

Michael will be speaking about 
Star Wars and how it helped 
him to come to faith. All are 
welcome to attend  

Please reserve you place by 
contacting Dennis on 472997 or 
signing the list at the back of 
the church.  

Full English Breakfast and 
speaker All for £7 



Sandon Parish Magazine February 2016 Page 16 

Why not join us for a 
Quiet Morning In 
Church? 
on Saturday 19th March 2016 

9.30am Morning Prayer 

10am to 12 noon Prayer Time 

12 noon Midday Prayer 

Followed by Terry’s Kenyan 

Experience over lunch 

I hope you could join us at some 
time during the morning. We will 
begin at 9:30 am with Morning 
Prayer. This will be followed by a 
quiet time when you can come 
and go as you please. There will 
be various prayer aids to help 
people focus on a time of silent 
prayer. Then at 12 noon we will 
bring the morning together with 
Midday prayer. 
During lunch I will be sharing 

from my time in Kenya in 
October. 
Please come and join us as we 
pray for our Church and 
Community. 
And do join in to one part or 
another as you can. Terry 

The Claydon Clinic 

Physiotherapy 

Sports Injury Rehabilitation 

Acupuncture 

www.theclaydonclinic.com 

Tel/fax 01245 401255 

Email. theclaydonclinic@btinternet.com 

Old Southend Rd,  

Howe Green CM2 7TB 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 
Contributions or requests for this 
magazine should be sent to 
magazine@sandon-church.info 
or Richard Cecil, Chestnut 
Cottage, CM2 7RN by the 10th of 
the month preceding publication. 

Register Entries 
Burial 
We commended into God’s care 
at his Funeral  Maurice Rowley 

Bu�s Green 

Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 

CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 

Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 

for reservations 

Tea and Chat every Tuesday 
morning from 10.15am in St. 
Andrew’s Room 

Do you know anyone who lives 
alone, who likes company, and 
would enjoy joining us on 
Tuesday mornings at 10:15 am 
for a cup of tea/coffee and a 
biscuit and sometimes cake. 

Occasionally we have an 
interesting speaker or a quiz and 
we have occasionally had a 
Beetle Drive. 

We would love to see you so 
why not come on a Tuesday 
morning at 10:15 am to 11:30 pm 
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We managed to get even more 
people into the Crown this time 
for ‘Beer and Carols’!! An 
approximate head count made it 
about 120 of all ages. 

Luckily we had an 
accompaniment from James 
Gilder on the accordion. He kept 
going for over an hour and Terry 
presided by taking ‘listener’ 
requests for specific carols.  

A collection using Terry’s 
colourful hat as a money bag 
raised over £100 for CHESS. It 
was a time of enjoyment- in the 
old fashioned way! 

Mince pies were offered around 
and the bar should have done 
plenty of business- so much so 
we were asked whether we 
could do two evenings singing in 
the pub! Maybe next year? Who 
knows! 

The evening was well organised 
by Terry who arrived ready for 
anything: electronic music 
centre, 100 carol booklets, funny 
hat etc. 

Thanks go to all who took part. 
See you all next year- God 
willing! 

David Farrar 

Beer and Carols in the Crown 

Some real singers 

The Money Counters 

James on the accordion—Nice Hat 
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Sandon WI Meeting 
10th December 2015  

The Christmas meeting was an 
informal one as sadly our 
speaker had double booked and 
was unable to come. So, we had 
longer to chat, eat our mince 
pies and buy from the trading 
stall, the proceeds of which are 
going to the local charity, Chess. 
Several ladies were co-opted to 
entertain the members. Dorothy 
read a couple of tales from A 
Wayne in a Manger, by Gervase 
Phinn, which made us all laugh. 
Celia had pairs of us trying to 
wrap a parcel using one hand 
only each. Then we had a round 
robin of tales of Christmas 
disasters. Our thanks to the 
committee for making our 
meeting go so well. Our January 
meeting is a speaker from The 

Wilderness Foundation and is on 
the 14th January. 

We ended the meeting with the 
singing of We wish you a merry 
Christmas and giving Dol 
Stubbings some beautiful flowers 
to celebrate her 90th birthday. 

Dorothy Gray 

01245 223609 

Some phases from publicity 
about A Wayne in a Manger 
might help the reader to 
understand the laugh. “Did the 
shepherds pick their noses whilst 
watching their flocks?” “Did the 
third king cry when he couldn't 
hold the gold?” “Did the 
innkeeper really tell Joseph to 
'push off'?” ”Did Mary tell Joseph 
I'm having a baby - oh and it's 
not yours.....'?”  Editor 
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Dennis Terry sent me the 
following anecdote which I have 
heard before in different guises 
observing that there must be a 
moral in it. 
A man goes swimming in the 

ocean but gets sucked out to 

sea. A boat passes by him and 

tells him to climb aboard but he 

says, "I have faith, God will save 

me." 

The Coast Guard comes by with 

a rescue helicopter and tells him 

to climb up the ladder, but he 

says, "I have faith, God will save 

me." 

The man is now getting tired but 

thankfully a dolphin swims under 

him and starts to carry him to 

shore, but the man pushes the 

dolphin away saying, "I have 

faith, God will save me." 

The man dies and goes to 

Heaven. He asks God, "Why 

didn't you save me?". 

God replies, "I tried! I sent a 

ship, a helicopter and a dolphin!" 

A short while later Judy 
suggested I read carefully one of 
the Cambridge Papers called 
“Finding Security in the ‘Risk 
Society’” by Amy Donovan and 
published by Jubilee Centre who 
seek to see and assist 
interpreting the Bible for modern 
society. You can find the full 
paper at www.jubilee-centre.org 

The Risk Society 

Amy covers various aspects 
considering how it is expected 
that we try to quantify and thus 
control risk. She reflects that a 
German sociologist Ulrich Beck 
has suggested that the modern 
world is increasingly structured 
around the management of risk. 
We can spend a great deal of 
effort calculating, discovering 
and understanding risks so that 
they can be controlled – often 
with considerable inequality, 
however, as richer nations have 
much greater resources for this. 
Risk has become a major 
‘organising concept’ in Western 
society: from health and safety 
regulation and scientific advisory 
groups to the insurance industry, 
a great many institutions are 
focused on reducing risks. 
The concept of probability, which 
can be traced back only as far as 
the mid 17th century, has become 
the means of quantifying risk and 
thereby controlling it. But there 
can be risks even in that! If 
authorities are expected to be 
managing risk then they may be 
held unduly accountable when 
thing go wrong in the face of the 
reasonably unexpected. 

Risk under God 

But what can get left out is the 
presence of God. Beck has 

Evaluating Morals and Risk 
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suggested that ‘Whoever 
believes in God is a risk atheist’. 
But the atheists must find their 
own explanations for the 
disasters that threaten them. 
Christian faith does not remove 
responsibility for our decisions, 
but it provides relief from both 
our sin and from the angst of 
feeling that our life has been 
deflected by a single choice. We 
can find contentment because 
we know that ultimately, God is 
in control. This faith is 
countercultural in a risk society. 
Amy contrasts the atheist 
Voltaire’s thinking with that of 
Rousseau after the earthquake 
in Lisbon in 1775 whose thinking 
presages that following the 1995 
volcanic eruptions on Montserrat 
stating that the vast majority of 
the population, led by Christian 
pastors, realised that God had 
sent scientists and disaster 
managers to help them, and that 
they should listen to their advice. 
Science is about understanding 
God’s universe – general 
revelation. One implication of the 
risk society for Christians is that 
we can and should see science 
as a gift from God that can 
inform our choices and 
understanding of his world. This 
surely is the ‘moral’ brought out 
by Dennis’ piece. 
Some Biblical Perspective 

Referring to the Old Testament 
book of Esther (4:16) Amy 
writes, “It is not wrong to try to 
figure out what will happen as a 
consequence of our decisions 
and to be sensible in arranging 
contingencies. Also for a 
Christian, those contingencies 
are not to be the source of our 
security – God is. Thus, Esther 
tells Mordecai: ‘Go, gather 
together all the Jews who are in 
Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat 
or drink for three days, night or 
day. I and my attendants will fast 
as you do. When this is done, I 
will go to the king, even though it 
is against the law. And if I perish, 
I perish.’” Esther was on a 
dangerous mission and risked 
her life approaching the king. But 
in this case her courage was 
rewarded. 
The Biggest Risk 

Amy concludes, “Ironically, 
however, the biggest risk of all is 
the spiritual risk of not trusting in 
God. Christians have a 
responsibility, through 
evangelism, to address that risk. 
However, we can also exemplify 
the radically different society that 
we experience in the church – 
one in relationship with God and 
with one another. Instead of 
objectifying people – as 
statistics, for example – we value 
people as subjects.” 

Richard Cecil 
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Indonesia has a population of 
260 million. Nearly 90 % are 
Muslim. This means that 
Indonesia is (by far) the most 
populous Muslim country in the 
world. Indonesia also has about 
25 million Christians. However, 
with ‘per head’ church 
attendance far exceeding the 
U.K., I suspect more people 
went to church in Indonesia on 
Christmas Day, 
than the whole 
of the UK 
combined. 

Indonesia is 

where Anthony, 

Dessi and I 

spent 

Christmas… 

Santa had been 
to Medan in 
Indonesia (and 
gone) by the time 
the congregations in the UK had 
started the Midnight Mass on 
Christmas Eve. We had the 
inevitable early Christmas Day 
start, stockings, breakfast, and 
off to the Cathedral for ‘the 9 
o’clock’. 
Dessi and Anthony, of course, 
cross many traditions. For me, 
the similarity of so much of the 
faith, music and traditions means 
that I also felt very at home when 

we attended the Medan Catholic 
Cathedral on Christmas Day. 
I have checked on Wikipedia the 
history of the Cathedral. I quote 
‘At its inception in 1879, the 
Cathedral Church of Medan is a 
leaf-roofed hut and thatched 
roofed place of worship for 
dozens of Catholics (the majority 
ethnic Tamil Indian and the 
Netherlands) at Jl Pemuda No 1 

(formerly: 
Paleisstraat; 
Istana Street). In 
1884, the 
congregation 
had grown to 
193 people.’ 
Today the 
Cathedral is an 
impressive 
building, seating 
several hundred, 
with a marquee 
capacity for 
another several 

hundred. There were 3 services 
on Christmas Day. Inevitably, all 
3 services would be packed. 
Packed means the Cathedral, 
Marquee, and standing room in 
the Cathedral and grounds. 
Our own service was just under 
2 hours. This included a 
‘filibuster’ length sermon, 
followed later in the service by 
announcements and notices 

Facing West on Christmas day. 

‘Off to the Cathedral’ Anthony 
standing next to a ‘bedacak’. 

Possibly not the safest way to travel, 
but a huge amount of fun. 
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which went on 
for nearly 10 
minutes. 

Two things 

though will 

always remain 

in our 

memories. 

First will be the 

singing and 

passion during 

the service. 

Combine this 

with the size of 

the 

congregation, 

who genuinely 

know and enjoy 

the hymns, and 

you have a 

magical sound. 

The second 

would be the enormous 

warmth and welcome we 

received as visitors to the 

Cathedral on 

Christmas 

morning. 

Outside the 
Cathedral it was 
noisy. ‘Lots of 
Christmas spirit 
and good will’. It 
was great to be 
a part of the 
general ‘hustle 
and bustle’ of the 

departing, and 
newly arriving 
congregations. 
Outside the 
Cathedral there 
were also well 
over a dozen 
highly visible 
security forces 
on duty, many 
heavily armed 
with assault 
rifles. The 
Indonesian 
President Joko 
‘Jokowi’ Widodo 
had asserted the 
importance of 
toleration and 
calm. The 
professionalism, 
smartness, 
helpfulness and 

courteousness of the Indonesian 
security forces, combined with 
the friendliness, and tolerance of 

everyone in 
Medan 
throughout the 
festivities 
remains a 
source of 
optimism for the 
future. 

Guy Speakman 

Facing West The Pulpit, and Altar on 
Christmas Day. Many Cathedrals, 

churches and cemeteries face west. 
Aligned of course with the Holy 

Land. 

Jl Pemuda No 1, Medan, Indonesia 
on Christmas Day. 
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Hello Everyone! 

I, and the powers that be, are 
going to try a new section in this 
fine publication that we hope will 
get some interaction from you, 
the readers, and see what we 
can stir up and, laugh along the 
way, which to me, is crucial for 
this article to work! 
This is not a sprint, but a 
marathon project to run and run 
until I'm told otherwise, that it 
has done its course. Let's see if I 
can make the end of this year! 
I'm looking to dissect any current 
or past news stories that have 
got me thinking about the world 
we now live in, but I intend to 
keep it light hearted with opinion 
and feedback but it is 
compulsory that we get humour 
out! I'm very partial to the style of 
Bill Bryson's books. Would be 
very happy to get anywhere near 
him! I hope to get inspired to 
bring back my cartoonist skills in 
the process as I think this could 
add a missing piece to our 
content. 
There has been much varied 
opinion on the recent jokes that 
appear in this magazine and I 
love to hear all these views; it 
amazes me how even that can 
be such a varied response!! 
From ‘have none’ to ‘it needs 
some to lighten the mood’ and all 

manner of comments in 
between. It becomes a small 
headache for our dear editor, so 
let's see if we can create him 
less stress. It's guaranteed we 
won't, but if he decides to give 
up his free time for us. I want to 
try my best to help. 
I had what I thought a very sad 
start to a Monday morning the 
other week when I saw a dead 
baby ghost on the gravel path at 
St Andrew's Church. It turned out 
George had dropped his hanky. 
We then had a great little chat 
about any old thing and I 
recovered from my initial low 
mood. Again, such varied 
characters can appear at 
anytime at the church that can 
affect how you are feeling. I 
shouldn't let it be that way, I 
know; I am definitely sensitive to 
how my attendance might 
change someone else's mood for 
their visit to Church. 
I found myself at St. Andrew's 
after over a week’s absence 
after Christmas Day and 
immediately could not settle 
there on my own, (but are you 
ever alone in a church?) which 
has never been an issue before 
but I realised I knew nothing 
about my fellow followers who 
attend, their general well being, 
whether their health had 
improved or deteriorated, 

Thought Provocation with Laughter 
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whether they were even still with 
us. I left church immediately to 
seek reassurance of my 
concerns, I fancied a nice, strong 
cup of tea and the female church 
warden was in. She's known me 
over a year now and still 
struggles with the 1⅜ sugar 
request, still just chucks in two! 
But she makes up for it with her 
mince and jam pies!!! Luckily her 
husband was in too, so I felt safe 
to go in. 
I had a lovely catch up with them 
and felt more in tune with church 
life again. 
So, followers, I don't know where 
this will take us in future issues 
but I intend to get you thinking 
and laughing out loud and feel 
free to respond anytime. I will be 
concentrating on things in the 
news anywhere in the world next 
issue, I will need help with my 
understanding of things that 
happen. Oh Yes! Just recently I 
had an incident with a sausage 
dog that raised all kinds of 
questions and unnecessary 
stress for me with the new world 
of being filmed and shown in 
Australia within seconds! Before 
your imagination goes wild it 
went to chase me and it was 
yapping away at my heels on the 
public footpath and I immediately 
thought of the grief that woman 
got for putting a cat in a wheelie 
bin!! Will discuss this more next 

month!! I realise the cat was only 
there breathing, but the filming of 
the incident caused mayhem!! 
Okay, have a great month till 
next month!! 

Brian Pannifer 

Music in Church 

Ash Wednesday on 10th 
February marks the beginning of 
Lent, the Church’s penitential 
season of 40 days. At the Sung 
Eucharist on that evening we 
shall be singing the hymn “Forty 
days and forty nights” to the 
German tune “Aus der tiefe” 
taken from a cantata by Bach. 
Then, at the end of Lent, we 
come to Holy Week when we 
shall sing such favourites as 
“There s a green hill far away” 
and “When I survey the 
wondrous cross”. The words of 
“Green hill” were written by  
Mrs C. F. Alexander, who also 
wrote the words to “Once in 
Royal David’s City” and “All 
things bright and beautiful”. All 
were originally intended to be 
children’s hymns. The music was 
written by William Horsley who 
was reputed to be friendly with 
Mendelssohn. The words for 
“Wondrous Cross” were written 
by Isaac Watts in the 18th 
century and the music by 
Edward Miller of Norwich. 

Ron Woods 

See also ‘Our Page’ on P31 
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Brucie and Me 
This is a true story. 

The presentation of Diplomas at 
Southampton University took 
place one afternoon in 2001 and 
my daughter Louisa was one of 
the recipients. I had previously 
forewarned my employer not to 
include me in any assignments 
overlapping that date as I 
naturally intended to go to 
Southampton for the occasion. It 
was rumoured that Bruce 
Forsyth was also to attend 
because his daughter was due to 
be awarded a diploma. 
Of course, they forgot, and 
included me in the Audit Team 
for a 2 week assignment in 
South Africa. Anyway, they still 
wanted me to join the team, so 
as the Southampton event was 
on a Sunday, it was agreed the 
team would leave the previous 
Wednesday and I would join 
them on Sunday night and get to 
Heathrow afterwards by taxi for 
the flight to Johannesburg after 
the ceremony. 
June, my wife, was well enough 
to travel so Louisa, June and 
myself drove down to 
Southampton together. I was a 
bit nervous because I was totally 
unfamiliar with Southampton and 
its surroundings. However I 
booked the taxi but was 
constantly looking at my watch 
throughout the whole 

presentation ceremony because 
I couldn't miss that flight. 
We emerged from the University 
and slowly made our way to the 
taxi rendezvous; June was not 
100% at this time. The taxi was 
not there because there were 
roadworks which had begun that 
very afternoon at exactly the 
spot arranged. 
I am beginning to get a little 
excited at this stage and 
frantically looked up and down 
all neighbouring roads for any 
signs of a vehicle which remotely 
resembled a people carrier. A 
taxi pulled up on the other side 
of a busy highway so I somehow 
managed to get across to it and 
stick my head through the open 
passenger window. 
"Taxi for John Gruby?" 
"Nah mate. Mr Frazer." 
Disconsolately I made my way 
back to June when she suddenly 
espied another taxi at the other 
end of the roadworks. After 
hurried goodbyes I jogged down 
there and thankfully it was the 
one I had booked. Off we went to 
Heathrow. 
After a couple of miles, the driver 
said "Guess who tried to get into 
my cab before you turned up." 
"No idea," I replied. 
"Bruce Forsyth!!!! 'E stuck 'is 'ed 
in and said, ‘Taxi for Mr Frazer?’" 
Brucie tried to take my cab - I 
tried to take his! John Gruby 
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GRANT AND JONES 
LARGE SHOWROOM with LIVE STOVES and FIRES 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
MAYES LANE 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 
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Risky Claim 

This actually took place in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 
A lawyer purchased a box of 
very rare and expensive cigars, 
then insured them against, 
among other things, fire. 
Within a month, having smoked 
his entire stockpile of these great 
cigars, the lawyer filed a claim 
against the insurance company. 
In his claim, the lawyer stated 
the cigars were lost 'in a series 
of small fires'. 
The insurance company refused 
to pay, citing the obvious reason, 
that the man had consumed the 
cigars in the normal fashion. 
The lawyer sued and won! (Stay 
with me.) 
Delivering the ruling, the judge 
agreed with the insurance 
company that the claim was 
frivolous. The judge stated 
nevertheless, that the lawyer 
held a policy from the company, 
in which it had warranted that the 
cigars were insurable and also 
guaranteed that it would insure 
them against fire, without 
defining what is considered to be 
unacceptable 'fire' and was 
obligated to pay the claim. 
Rather than endure lengthy and 
costly appeal process, the 
insurance company accepted the 
ruling and paid $15,000 to the 
lawyer for his loss of the cigars 
that perished in the 'fires'. 

Now for the best part… 
After the lawyer cashed the 
cheque, the insurance company 
had him arrested on 24 counts of 
arson! With his own insurance 
claim and testimony from the 
previous case being used 
against him, the lawyer was 
convicted of intentionally burning 
his insured property and was 
sentenced to 24 months in jail 
and a $24,000 fine. 
This true story won First Place in 
last year's Criminal Lawyers 
Awards contest. 

Submitted by David Farrar 

 

 

Who’s Lost It? 
During a visit to my doctor, I 
asked him, "How do you 
determine whether or not an 
older person should be put in an 
old age home?" 
"Well," he said, "we fill up a bath, 
then we offer a teaspoon, a 
teacup and a bucket to the 
person to empty the bath." 
"Oh, I understand," I said. "A 
normal person would use the 
bucket because it is bigger than 
the spoon or the teacup…" 
"No" he said. "A normal person 
would pull the plug. Do you want 
a bed near the window?" 

Submitted by David Farrar 
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We were treated to a superb talk 
by Alison Barker who made one 
hour go like greased lightning by 
using plenty of audience 
participation! 

Her subject this time was painter 
Ford Madox 
Brown’s great 
canvas  entitled 
‘Work’. The 
painting is in fact 
on permanent 
show at 
Manchester City’s 
Art Galleries, but 
we were skilfully introduced to it 
with overheads and magnified 
sections handed 
round to the 
audience for 
comment and 
analysis. 

‘Work’ is a 
painting of Heath 
Street in 
Hampstead, 
London in the mid 1800’s, and it 
has a huge 
number of 
grouped figures 
covering just 
about every gamut 
of Victorian 
societies’ 
problems: famine, 
lack of education, 

a class ridden existence, no 
votes for women etc. etc. All of 
this and more was shown 
cleverly in the one picture which, 
I am told, was of a sort of pre-
Raphaelite vintage.  

I little realised that 
this British painter, 
born in Calais, had 
generated so 
many 
masterpieces and 
all on just one 
canvas this time. It 
took him some 12 

years to complete. Now as only 
an occasional visitor to Tea and 

Chat I must say 
that I chose a 
good day to 
attend!! 

The talk  was 
followed by the 
Group’s Christmas 
Lunch taken as 
usual at the White 

Hart, Margaretting Tye. We 
managed to 
squeeze 20 of us 
into the extension 
there and the food 
was excellent! Well 
organised 
Christine Mennie! 

David Farrar 

Tea and Chat Talk and Christmas Lunch 
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One Liners 

1. The fattest knight at King 
Arthur's round table was Sir 
Cumference. He acquired 
his size from too much pi. 

2. I thought I saw an eye doctor 
on an Alaskan island, but it 
turned out to be an optical 
Aleutian. 

3. She was only a whiskey 
maker's daughter, but he 
loved her still. 

4. A rubber band pistol was 
confiscated from algebra 
class, because it was a 
weapon of math disruption. 

5. No matter how much you 
push the envelope, it'll still 
be stationery. 

6. A dog gave birth to puppies 
near the road and was cited 
for littering. 

7. Two silk worms had a race. 
They ended up in a tie. 

8. A hole has been found in the 
nudist camp wall. The police 
are looking into it. 

9. Time flies like an arrow. Fruit 
flies like a banana. 

10. Atheism is a non-prophet 
organisation. 

11. Two hats were hanging on a 
hat rack in the hallway. One 
hat said to the other: 'You 
stay here; I'll go on a head.' 

12. I wondered why the baseball 
kept getting bigger. Then it 
hit me. 

13. A sign on the lawn at a drug 
rehab centre said: 'Keep off 
the Grass.' 

14. The soldier who survived 
mustard gas and pepper 
spray is now a seasoned 
veteran. 

15. A backward poet writes 
inverse. 

16. In a democracy it's your vote 
that counts. In feudalism it's 
your count that votes. 

17. When cannibals ate a 
missionary, they got a taste 
of religion. 

18. If you jumped off the bridge 
in Paris, you'd be in Seine. 

19. Two fish swim into a 
concrete wall. One turns to 
the other and says 'Dam!' 

20. Two Eskimos sitting in a 
kayak were chilly, so they lit 
a fire in the craft. 
Unsurprisingly it sank, 
proving once again that you 
can't have your kayak and 
heat it too. 

21. Did you hear about the 
Buddhist who refused 
Novocain during a root 
canal? His goal: Transcend 
dental medication. 

22. There was the person who 
sent ten puns to friends, with 
the hope that at least one of 
the puns would make them 
laugh. No pun in ten did.` 
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Hymn Titles 

All the following hymn titles have 
some words missing – can you 
fill in the blanks. All the hymns 
are from Mission Praise and the 
answers are below. 

1. While ____ watched 
2. Lead us, ____   ____, lead 

us. 
3. Away in a ____ 
4. Forty days and ____   ____ 
5. Hark! The ____   ____ sing 
6. ____   has broken 
7. ____ night, ____ night 
8. There is a ____   ____ far 

away 
9. We plough the ____ and 

scatter 
10.  Amazing _____ 

Didn’t your teacher say your 
singing was heavenly? 

Well, she did 
say it was like 
nothing on 
earth. 

Hymns 

When you come to church you 
hear hymns. Hymns are songs of 
praise to God. Some are very old 
and some, like the ones you may 
sing at school, are new.  

Have you ever wondered who 
wrote the hymns we sing? For 
example, one hymn writer was 
Mrs Cecil Frances Alexander, the 
wife of the Bishop of 
Londonderry. She wrote a book 
called ‘Hymns for Little Children’ 
which was dedicated to her 
godchildren. The book was 
published in 1848 and contained 
hymns that we know well today; 
‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’, 
‘Once in Royal David’s City’ and 
‘There is a Green Hill Far Away’.  
It is said that she wrote the last 
hymn because of the view from 
the Bishop’s palace. The house 
looked out over the city walls to 
the green hills in the distance. 
So the words we 
sing today come 
from the view 
that Mrs 
Alexander had 
from her window. 
Do see Ron 
Woods’ piece on 
P 25 as well. 

Answers on page 8 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Terry Brown* 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 
698988 

Church Wardens 
Janet Terry* 

David Farrar* 

472997 

471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  

Council Members 

as * above and Colin Bryan, Judy Cecil, 

Valerie Grimwood, John Gruby, Mike Harris, 

Simon Johnson, Michael Puffett, 

 Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood 

Regular Activities 

2nd Sundays of the month  08:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:15 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm 
St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 

(term time only) 
  8:00 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Wednesday  9:30 am Celtic Prayer (4th Wed of month) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 


